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3.And He,said,/“l am the God — God of your father. Have ro fear of descending to Egypt, ft
[ shall establish you as a great nation there.T shall descend with youto Egypt, and I shall als
. “surely bring you up; and Joseph shall place his hand on your eyes.” g% =

5 So Jacob arose from Beer:sheba; the.sons of Israel’
as their young children and wives, .in the wagons.which Pharaoh had sent to transport |
6 They took their livestock and their wealth which the aan
they came to Eqypt — Jacob and all his offspring with hi
his daughters and granddaughters and all his offspring he brought with him to Egypt.
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ansported Jacob their father, as

had amassed in the land of Canaa
.7 His sons and grandsons wit]
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»¥But the Zohar comments cryptically: “This is the secret.of
e S

‘Krias Shema.”
What does the Zohar mean?
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« I'SHALL GO DOWN WITH YOU TO EGYPT. Maimonides (Guide,’ 5 NN
1:27) comments on this verse as follows: “Onkelos the. 0Ixn Y'IN5 nTYy P S99 by by oa 1'7172{ XY N
proselyte, who knew the Hebrew and Syriac languages : 0 5 T mjnb ox ]"72{ '111'71'1&"’3&111’19273 7N ’3 ,un Sy
perfectly, made every effort to avoid anthropomorphisms '7N"IUJ’ YﬂN‘? T w2 oPnon T MY ’]'7 7IR ﬂ’Ulm

(attributions of human form to God). Whenever the:
Torah (speaking of God) employs a term which might . ;D080 7RO 2 22 NDL Dpna NWITRR NTRU 2 kT 'IUJNN

imply corporeahzauon Onkelos interprets it according to '7'LTJ S AN Py S5y 17 ﬂ’UJ’ oM’ : 3-;];7'7 XY NP z-‘vOTD'J

its real sense. Every time he finds guch a term mdlcatmg D3 NWITRPR NTN Yy Tnwh DD'? MY, TIoN NTnLPYTEn oy
one of the: different forms of movement, he takes the FRINONMT NRHPYLA OMYNI
movement in the sense of manifestation. or appearance,

" etc. . . . However, to.the words “I shall go down with you } - I Y

4

to Egypt,’ he gives a literal translation: ny nnn NiN
maynb, ‘and that is very noteworthy and ‘it proves the
exceptional talent of this master and-the excellence of his

manner of interpretation. For through }his translation he iﬁ)'?’) \((.' Qa { ~DIUAN D lu

After quoting these views of Maimonides on Onkelos’ RWW 171272 957 AWY XITW INWHD 707 WD M 1803 T8
. ideas, Nachmanides goes on to give a detailed analysis of

A

;e CIMLIRIDY PIRD 727 3P 0P NR 1120 0nh WP
- his principles of translation and®*he reaches a somewhat
. different conclusion. He holds that Onkelos’ main idea is NP3 AR W XY 17“37 QLIwn 531 orw 'IJN DR WYn?
_not to avoid anthropomorphism but is rather based: on '781'@’ Y'm: :py’ bw nNIaAPa INN n'l')‘l’?x
kabbalistic grounds. In particular he suggests that when
_ Onkelos translated the phrase “I shall go down with you. DWW DWIRY DPPYI DRIV IVDRY ,OYYY BR DO9M2 DIAN
yto Egypt” in a literal sense, he wanted to refer to the 27 v Yon I'\N %y '7:8 .ombwy R'?R DPX_On,0wyn ¥
talmudic statement that the Shechina (Divine Presence) :
~ accompanies Jewry in its wanderings among the nations P on oy elaLely b3% nwyn mwwt awy Xm 725 xMan
. (Shabbath  89b and Megillah 29a). This. idea emphasizing - ‘T':n’ Ny QTbY

| the divine solicitude for Jewry as it wanders misérably :
among the nations seems of such supreme importance to
, him that he refuses to paraphrase the verse. A similar
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" ‘opinion, is expressed by such commentators as R. Yitz]

Arama, R. Bahya and R. Chaim ben Attar. The latter
(and p?oves with numerous examples) that the Div

M

Presence hovering near people who are suffering can v

in its degree of attachment depending on their numb
and quality; and also on the time and place. N

%

AND YOSEF WILL PLACE HIS HAND OVER YOUR EYES. THie patria

is. informed that he will remain in Egypt until the da)

his ‘death (Rabba). :
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Finding Personal Providence

those who would harm him.'¥” This principle applies to
£ach of us. To the degree that we believe that God directs
our lives, that is how much providence and protection we
will receive. “God is your shadow,” says the verse (Psalms
121:5). For just as a shadow follows a person’s movements,

50 too, God deals with us according to our actions and emo- KoK T npa 3337 e by 127
tions. The more we realize that God watches over each de- ; ’w ATP¥N MY 13 o
tail of creation, the more this realization empowers our n’m) R v;: A2 233 7nn Bvpwa
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% The Apter Rebbe explains that the word for faith, (7ne. &vn yon) o PP
*Emungh, is related to the word omen, which means a guide /@ X ) J ;ﬂ
or mentor, for the two meanings are related. When we have —_— AJ/_ :
faith in God’s constant protection, we actually draw that /297 M23 @2 10 9927 mvx v o mam &
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God will direct our lives through the screen of nature and TRRY 12 103 PRI O°2wn T o33 msy wham j,
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Covering our eyes during Shema may be the maost- ‘

adhered-to custom of all. What is the source for this ubiqui-
tous custom?

It seems that it is based on a passage in the Talmud
(Berachos 13b) that relates that Rebbi (Rav Yehudah HaNasi)
would pass his: hands over his eyes while he recited Shema.
This_teaching is cited as a custom by the Mechaber in ;Qe@
Shulchan Aruch (61:5), who explains that we cover our eyes.
to enable us to concentrate on the words we are reciting’

But a Zohar on this week’s parashah seems to intimate
that there is deeper significance to this custom.

When Yaakov saw the wagons that Yosef had sent, with
~ arequest that he descend to Egypt with his entire family, he
was concerned. Egypt was the epicenter of immorality in the
. world, and he was worried that his family would be affected
by the impurity that raged rampant*in Egyptian society.
. Hashem told him, “Have no fear of descending to Egypt, for
- 1 shall establish you as a great nation there. | shall descend’
with you to Egypt, and I shall also surely bring you up; and
~ Yosefshall place his hand on your eyes” (46:3-4). The simply
- understanding of the last portion of this pledge is that Yosef,
as viceroy of Egypt, would be able to care for Yaakov.

3

In the introduction to She’eilos U T eshuvos Kol Aryeh (writ-
ten by a disciple of the Chasam. Sofer), the author explains
this Zohar based on the Talmudic teaching (Pesachim 50a)
that Olam Hazeh (Thls World) differs from Olam Haba (the
World to Come) in that nowadays, when we receive good
news, we recite the ‘blessing of HaTov VeHaMeltw (Who ls‘
Good and Does Good), but upon recelvmg bad news, we
recite Dayan HaEmes (the True Judge). In Olam Haba, we \ﬁlll
recite only HaTov VeHaMeitiv.
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Tzlacf? (written by the Noda BiYehudah, Rav Yechezkel
Landau) points out that the Talmud (Eruvin 19a) states that

i~ even in Olam Haba, the wicked will praise Hashem for being

a Righteous Judge. Why, then, does the Talmud state that the
blessing of Dayan HaEmes will no longer be-recited?

He answers that the difference between the two worlds is
that in Olam Hazeh, when we experience problems or tragic
events, we perceive them as being difficult or tragic. We know
in our minds that a Jew should believe that ultimately, every-
thing is for the best, but since the event seems bad to us, we
recite Dayan HaEmes, proclaéming that even though we are
saddened by the news, we realize that Hashem is a just Judge.

* *~In Olam Hazeh there seems to be a dlchotomy between

“good events” and “bad events.”

LH In_Olam Haba, we will be able to see the reality: every-
‘thing Hashem does is for good, and there is no bad. What
we perceive as bad is simply something we can’t understand
because we don’t know Hashem’s profound reasons for
allowing it to take place. Indeed, even in Olam Hazeh there
have been fzaddikim throughout the generations who were

ablé to say with full conviction “gam zu letovah — this too
is for good,” because they were able to appreciate that even
if they didn’t understand exactly why something happened,

they knew that everything Hashem does s only for the best.

In Olam Haba, says the Tzlach, we will all see every event
in the context of Hashem'’s plan, and we will.understand why
euerythmg is “good.” In those Days to Come, even when v-ve'
witness something we would now consider “bad,” we w1ll be.
capable of reciting HaTov VeHaMeitiv.



L‘& 3 -
" For now, however, we are in Olan Hazeh, where we per-
ceive tragedy and bad events, so we recite Dayan HaEmes.

The Talmud states that when Moshe.asked, “Hareini na es
keuodecha — show me, please, Your Glory” (Shemos 33:18),
he essentially meant to ask the age-old question: “Why do
righteous people suffer and w1cked people prosper?”

What was Hashem’s answer?

“Behold! There is a place near Me; you may stand on the
rock. When My Glory passes by, | shall place you in a cleft of
the rock; / shall shield yqu with My hand until I have P?S?f?i
Then I shall remove My hand and you will see My back, but
My face may not be seen” (ibid. vs. 21-23). )

hasam Sofer explains that “seeing Hashem from the
front” would mean understandlng things while they are hap—
pening. Hashem was telling Moshe that a human cannot
undegstand events in this world in “real time.” One can see
Hashem ohly “from the back”: In hindsight, even we mortals
can look back and understand certain events.

“# Despite our lack of understanding, however, we must be

able to proclaifn that even if we can’t fathom why certain
events occur, we know that Hashem is orchestrating them out
" of kindness, not to hurt us.
c\’And we do indeed make that proclamation twice daily. In
Shema we say Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echad. We know
that the Tetragrammaton (yud-hei-vov-hei) is the Name
that represe.fifé Haéhefn’s Attribute of Mercy, and the Name
Elokemu represents the Attribute of Strict Judgmﬁnt '
When we say Shema, were saying, “Understand that

Hashem (the Mercnful God) and Elokeinu (the God o
——

w/”-ﬁ
Judgment) are Hashem Echad — One. Although Hashem aj

times appears merciful and at times seems to be metmg out
harsh, exacting justice, He is Hashem Echad, He is One mer-
ciful God, who wants the best for us at all times.”

This, explains Kol Aryeh, is why we cover our eyes durifig &

Shema. There are times when we simply cannot understand ’
events that occur around us. There are too many troubles before
our eyes to allow us to truly believe the testimony we are about
to recite, proclaiming that all is coming from the One Merciful
God and is therefore inherently.good. We cover our eyes, just

%lik_e Hashem shielded Moshe, so that even though we cannot
see “the front of Hashem” and understand the events occurring
around us, we are able to proclaim that allHe does is for the best.

‘ Swlf ever a person could attest to the fact that all that

it 2

g

And Yosers hand over the eyves — like ‘Rav Yehudah
HaNasi’s and our own hands until this very day — reveal
what the Zohar dubs “the secret of Krias Shema”: No matter
how dismal things may seem to us, it all comes from the One

" merciful God Who wants the best for us.
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Hashem does is good, says Kol Aryeh, Yosef is that person.
He was hated by his brothers, thrown ‘into a pit, sold as a
slave, libelously framed by his master’s wife, and languished
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in a dungeon for 12 years. But it was being in that dungeon
that-allowed him to become known to Pharaoh, and he then
emerged to become second only to the king, and he was able
to sustain all of Egypt and eventually save his brothers and
all their families from starvation. . «

In the end, he was able to bear witness that all that hap-
pened to him was indeed for the best. .

When it came time for Yaakov to descend to Egypt, he
was,_ rightly concerned about the ensuing bitter exile that

QW RO 77 ANIR 73PN KT WITHA Y710 wUn 57y wInY 1703 IR
NOWRT I 799010 NWRD P XA Yon WTW 70 ey Sy niny Xan govava
X VKD WD DYPNI T I3TT ARIN JUIWD3 XN ApY YW Yy By TR
W I WP AR 2P XIp IRW PMIN WY ,PINIE YV 1931 2p3Y qov
I AANWY ARYT DLIWDR 1377 MIRDYY ,XIp XD MO Anb M wphn
nY3p3 2py> By [OY ANNWI Wrp 2pY XIPY TN by"bo1 VRS WK apyr bw
Hashem had told Avraham would commence. Hashem reas- fov 11 ,17%n5w3 IR wrmy Yapn 1am wrp KM AxT WRI LN 07w
sured him by saying, “Yosef will place his hands over your 3y ,wy w7own Yapn X Axw 1 w7 Xpws 323 Sw vy Yyerr ow
,eyeS-" YMMIM_M% TIMPIN MM PR 2Py W v 1Yapa M oy Yy 9T nw fqory }
Q?Uble_\ife must l_mdefqo, all is for the best. S baywe TTTR PTRR WA oY bw Inata mwab arapn bow anmra =
W MUMDA DD AN W 7YOW DR KTP IXM TpYI [377 6K MR
DA DI LYAY AR KIp DX 2py I nawnnea Y 1




	Image
	Image (2)
	Image (3)
	Image (4)
	Image (5)
	Image (6)
	Image (7)
	Image (8)

